
VISITATION OF RENEWAL 

TO THE PROVINCE OF OUR 
MOTHER OF GOOD COUNSEL 
IN THE UNITED STATES AND 

THE PROVINCE OF SAINT JOSEPH 
IN CANADA 

(APRIL 12-25, 2015) 
  

 

            Dear Fr. Bernard Scianna, 

OSA, Prior Provincial, 

brothers of the Provincial Council 

and all of the 

brothers of the Province: 

  

 

            At the conclusion of this visitation of renewal, 

which, according to our Constitutions, we make at least 

one time during our six years in office, Fr. Joseph Farrell, 

all members of the General Council, and I, your servant, 

offer congratulations today for the 75 years of service to 

the Church, as a Province and for the many years before 

as members of the Order of St. Augustine, announcing the 

Reign of God, the Good News of the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ.  

  

 

            Today, anticipating the Feast of “Our Lady, 

Mother of Good Counsel”, given that tomorrow is 

Sunday, we have begun this Jubilee year of 
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celebrations of the Province’s 75 year history.  We give 

thanks to God, through Mary, 

Patroness of the Province and of the Order, in whom you 

place your trust and to whom we continuously ask to 

guide your ministry at the service of the Gospel. 

  

 

            CONGRATULATIONS to each and every 

member of the Province.  Thank you for your service and 

dedication to the ministry you have undertaken.   May 

you lose nothing of the vocation you have received, by 

the grace of the all-powerful God, who has placed this 

call in each of you, always through the Holy Spirit of his 

Risen Son, the Son of the Virgin Mary, Our Lady, the 

Mother of Good Counsel.  She has given to us the great 

gift of her Son, “The Wonderful Counselor and 

Prince of Peace” as we hear from the Prophet 

Isaiah.  Rejoice and be glad in the love of this Son 

and of our Mother. 

  

 

            This is not the time to repeat our history, however, 

we want to conserve it, like a precious pearl, full of the 

sacrifices and efforts and present it to our Mother of Good 

Counsel, who, in turn presents it to God. 
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            We have been blessed, Fr. Joseph Farrell and I, 

your humble servant, to initiate with you this Jubilee 

Year, which coincides with the conclusion of our 

visitation of renewal to the 

members of the province.  Now we want to congratulate 

you for the 75 years of your history as a Province, and at 

the same time, thank you for your fraternal gatherings, the 

friendship shown to us, and the warm welcome we 

received from each of you.   We have had two full 

weeks of religious events and personal and communal 

meetings of celebration and fraternity.  In all of these, we 

experienced your warm affection for us as brothers. 

  

 

            We can see that the Province is living at a very 

positive moment regarding the theme of vocations, along 

with the other Provinces of the USA.  We give thanks to 

God for this blessing, without discounting the 

efforts of all of you.  The result of both this blessing from 

God and the work that you are doing is an example for 

all of the Circumscriptions.  Along this same theme, even 

though it is a great loss for Saint Monica College in 

Rome, we are happy that Fr. Robert Guessetto will be 

retuning and will help deepen the vocation of our 

professed students in the house of formation in Chicago. 
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            The unification of the three Provinces in this 

area of vocational promotion and of formation allows for 

a mutual sharing of our life as brothers and assists 

each province to obtain the best results with a great effort, 

yet less for each circumscription individually.  You are 

able to have the best vocational promotors and formators 

along with a greater dedication in these areas.     

  

 

            We have discussed in the General Council, that 

these are the areas of the Order and each Circumscription, 

that need the most attention, while not forgetting the 

interior life, life in common, the sharing of goods and the 

mission given by the Church. 

  

 

            Of these very themes of our life, we have seen in 

your communities the positive results of the 

atmosphere of friendship and closeness in fraternity.  At 

times, however, this life is affected by smaller 

numbers of Friars in community.  It would be ideal to 

have a community of 6-8 members, living in the same 

house, to strengthen your life of prayer and communion as 

you realize your mission in various apostolates in schools 

and parishes.  We know, however, that this ideal is broken 

because your current mission requires your presence in 

various places which limits the number of friars for each 

community.  It is easier to construct communities with 
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more Friars in the places where you can coordinate efforts 

with parishes and schools. 

  

 

            The two apostolates of schools and parishes 

occupy the largest number of Friars in the 

Circumscription.  We were pleasantly surprised in your 

schools by the great attention and organization that is 

present.  In the parishes we witnessed your enthusiasm 

and sacrifices you make in your work.   These two 

types of apostolates are marvelous ways of announcing 

the Gospel. The schools, in which there is an obvious 

religious and catholic identity, allow for a deep formation 

and human and spiritual growth among the young.  The 

parishes, especially some, pay attention to the 

needs of the world and especially the immigrants which is 

a certain type of poverty.   And in all of these you are well 

involved in the care and formation of children and 

youth.  In addition, we have seen how you have involved 

and continue to involve the laity with great friendship in a 

very positive and active way.  We have had the occasion 

to affiliate many of them on this 

visitation.  Congratulations and may your work and 

efforts be assisted by our friendship and fraternity. 

  

 

            We encourage you to persevere in our common 

life so as to live a better fraternal life, a better spiritual 
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life, communally and personally.  In this sense, the 

Constitutions point to us the important ways of achieving 

this through days of retreat and monthly local chapter 

meetings. 

  

 

            You have an important challenge in the 

theme of the “sharing of goods”.  In this regard, you 

began a discussion at your Ordinary Provincial 

Chapter.  It is the foundation of our Augustinian 

Charism.  For us, Augustinians, more than poverty, we 

talk about the sharing of all of the goods we receive 

through the work that we do, some receiving more than 

others.  The brothers work well together and in this sense 

we cannot say that you are not austere. Work is one of the 

signs of our austerity. As Augustinians, however, we have 

more to do, we have to arrive at the SHARING of our 

spiritual and material lives.  Without this, the first is not 

possible. 

  

 

            And now, that you are celebrating the 

75th anniversary of the Province, we remind you not to 

neglect the importance of the community books in which 

you can make note of your local chapters, the financial 

accounts of the house, the Mass intentions, etc… We need 

to pay a little more attention to these books that are a 

part of the archives of the Community in which we can 
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record the important aspects and events of the 

history of each house and each brother in the houses. 

  

 

            You have given attention to your libraries.  It is 

good that we not lose this custom, although, today, 

technology brings to us other ways of formation and 

reading. 

  

 

            We want to thank you for your efforts that, as 

a Province, you have given to help to keep alive 

the Province of St. Joseph in Canada and the 

Vicariate of Chulucanas in Peru for many years.  It may 

not always be easy but it is the Augustinian way to 

SHARE.  We pray for more vocations to arrive that will 

allow us to maintain a better presence in these dear 

countries and to allow us to live our charism more fully 

and proclaim the Gospel.  

  

 

            We again thank all of you.  However, in a special 

way, we want to offer a very big thank you to the 

Prior Provincial, Fr. Bernie Scianna, OSA.  He has 

accompanied us each day to the places and communities 

we visited.  He did this with his big smile and an open 

heart full of thanks for our presence, always 

full of fraternity.   Personally, we will remember his warm 
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and welcoming presence, full of joy in every 

moment.  Thank you, dear brother, and May the 

Spirit of the Lord and our Lady, the Mother of Good 

Counsel, guide you in your great service to the 

brothers of the Province. 

  

 

            For all of this, we again offer our 

CONGRATULATIONS and our GRATITUDE. 

  

 

            We ask that the Risen Son of our Mother of Good 

Counsel fill you all with his Blessings and that Our 

Mother may guide you with counsel during many more 

years of your history in announcing the Good News of the 

Reign of God in this third millennium, in which, more 

than ever, we need Christ’s presence. 

                        

 

            Chicago, April 25, 2015 Celebrating Our 

Mother of Good Counsel 

  

Fr. Alejandro Moral, OSA                 

Prior General                                 

Fr. Joseph Farrell, OSA 

Vicar General 

 

 


