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DEAR FRIENDS 
OF THE AUGUSTINIANS,
As we find ourselves in the midst the fall season, 
and embrace the month of November, we once 
again experience the reality of death and dying, 
and we remember the special people in our lives 
who have gone before us marked with the sign of 
faith. We pray for them, and as believers in the 
Resurrection and the Communion of Saints, ask 
them to pray for us. One such special person, in 
my life and the life of our Province and Order is 
Fr. David L. Brecht, O.S.A., who died September 
6, 2014 in Detroit after battling cancer for the past 
two years.

I knew Fr. David Brecht since 1979, when I was a 
freshman at St. Rita High School in Chicago. He 
was the newly appointed Principal having returned 
at the request of the Provincial from Villanova 
University, where he was Director of the University 
College. Since then, he has played a significant 
role in my life. During high school, college 

and graduate 
school, Fr. Brecht 
encouraged me 
in my studies and 
in my vocation. 
He always asked, 
"Bernie, how are 
your grades?" 
before he went 
into any other 
topic. He was a 
true Augustinian 
educator! He was 
Prior Provincial 
when I took my 
solemn vows and 
was ordained to the 
diaconate and priesthood. He encouraged me to 
continue my studies in Education Administration 
and to eventually complete state certification 
as an administrator and superintendent, and to 
complete my doctorate. He asked me to serve on 
his Council only two years after my ordination 
at the age of 29. Two years later, he appointed 
me Headmaster of Cascia Hall which was also 
a position that he had held before being elected 
Provincial. While David didn't always agree with 
some of the decisions I made after having been 
elected Provincial, we always shared a great deal 
of mutual respect, friendship, and love. Presiding 
at his funeral in Detroit was difficult, but it was 
a privilege as well as presiding and preaching at 
the Memorial Mass for him in Tulsa. While it 
is hard to say goodbye to a friend and mentor, I 
will always remember the lessons he taught and 
the opportunities he gave me to use the gifts and 
talents that he recognized in me for the good of 
the Province, Order, and Church following the 
great example that he himself had given. His 
brother John said, "I do not have to focus on how 
to say goodbye to my brother, but instead how to 
keep him alive!" I firmly agree with this statement.

Besides the funeral in Detroit, where his dear 
friend Fr. Tim Cuny, O.S.A., gave the homily 

COVER PHOTO: Fr. David L. Brecht, O.S.A. (1938-2014) at Cascia Hall Preparatory School, Tulsa, Oklahoma, where he served as Headmaster from 1985-1991. 
Photo courtesy: John LaFortune

CHICAGO, IL: Fr. David Brecht, O.S.A. (center), with the newly ordained  
Fr. Bernie Scianna, O.S.A. (left) and Dn. Tom McCarthy, O.S.A., in 1993

TULSA, OK: Fr. David Brecht, O.S.A., Ph.D., 
at the doctoral commencement of Fr. Bernie 
Scianna, O.S.A., Ph.D., in 2006
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(which can be viewed at midwestaugustinians.org/
cuny-homily) and the one I led at Cascia Hall in 
Tulsa, there was also one at St. Rita High School 
in Chicago. Former Prior General and Provincial, 
Fr. Bob Prevost, O.S.A., presided at the Chicago 
memorial with long-time friend Fr. Jim Halstead, 
O.S.A., giving the homily (which can be read at 
midwestaugustinians.org/halstead-homily). There 
was also a Memorial Mass during the Chapter 
meetings I attended in Chulucanas, Peru. During 
his time as Provincial, Fr. David dedicated a great 
deal of his time and energy to our missions in 
Peru. Four services in four different cities--what a 
tribute to a great Augustinian!

As we celebrate his life and legacy, I will never 
forget his talk at the last Gala where we honored 
him this past April. He came prepared to give a 
45 minute talk. I told him we said four to five 
minutes! He did cut it down to about 15 or so! But 
he was emphatic that his life was never boring! You 
can view his tribute video at midwestaugustinians.
org/videos/brecht.

He was a man who loved being a priest and was 
proud to be an Augustinian. He was an excellent 
educator and administrator, and he was also 
a world-traveler who loved to cook (gourmet, 
of course), to sing (in Latin preferably), to 

work in the garden, and to scuba dive! Besides 
being a certified teacher, administrator and 
superintendent, he was also a certified bus driver, 
asbestos consultant, and boiler inspector! He loved 
life, loved the Church, and loved the Order! He 
served in whatever capacity he was called, and even 
after losing provincial elections three times, he 
kept his name in and was eventually elected three 
times! (See his related article on page 22) May God 
give him eternal rest and welcome him home with 
the words, "Well done good and faithful servant!" 

Another friar who recently died (October 10) is 
Fr. John Flaherty, O.S.A. I enjoyed my visits with 
him in our health care communities and learning 
of his great pride in his Irish heritage, his love of 
his family, and of St. Rita (the person and the high 
school named for her and where he taught for 
many years – see related article on page 23). May 
he rest in peace and may God reward him for the 
good works he did for the Order and Church. Let 
us remember Fr. Brecht, Fr. Flaherty, and all of 
our faithful departed. Let us focus on how to keep 
their memories, lessons, and legacies alive!

We will also keep the memory of the other Prior 
Provincial who served three terms, Fr. Ray Ryan, 
O.S.A., at our Augustinian Gala on April 24, 
2015, when we will begin the year-long celebration 
of our 75th Jubilee Year as the Province of Our 
Mother of Good Counsel. We are delighted that 
Fr. Alejandro Moral, O.S.A., our Prior General; 
and Fr. Joe Farrell, O.S.A., our Vicar General, will 
be here as we honor Fr. Tony Pizzo, O.S.A., and 
Deacon Jim Foody, M.D. Please plan to attend 
this wonderful event at the Drake and the Jubilee 
Mass the following morning at St. Rita Parish.  

Sincerely in Christ and St. Augustine,

Very Rev. Bernard C. Scianna, O.S.A., Ph.D. 
Prior Provincial of the Midwest Augustinians

CHICAGO, IL: Fr. David Brecht, O.S.A., talks about his life as an Augustinian 
at the 2014 Augustinian Gala
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Michelle Alfano
During the 
four years 
that my 
son, Albert, 
went to St. 
Rita High 
School, I 
wondered 
very much 

about "the missions in Peru" that 
we always heard about at school, 
and at Masses. I knew vaguely that 
St Rita supported missions in Peru, 
and I was always curious about 
this... hoping that someday Albert 
could volunteer in Peru. 

During the 2013-14 school 
year, I got some time off from 
work and decided to go to the 
Augustinian missions in Peru. 
Father Bernie graciously connected 
me to Father Lizardo in Cusco, 
and it was because of Father 
Bernie's recommendation that the 
Augustinians in Cusco welcomed 
me with open arms. At their school, 
San Agustín, I volunteered as an 
English teacher in first - sixth grade. 
It was the most lovely experience. 
The students were beautiful 
and loving, their teachers were 
delightful, too. Everyone at the 
school welcomed me, and all of the 
Augustinians were generous and 
kind. 

Our family will never forget the 
four years that Albert attended St 
Rita. They were deeply meaningful 
years for our family. And I will 

never forget the time I spent with 
the Augustinians in Cusco, helping 
at their school. 

Joyce Drake Borkowski
I grew up in an abusive household. 
Emotionally, physically, and 
mentally scared for my safety to 
the point where I slept in a recliner 
every night with my German 
Shepherd at my feet. My constant 
was my contact with my church, 
St. Lawrence O'Toole, and it was 
there that I found some peace… 
and compassion and empathy 
and laughter with Fr. Terry 
Deffenbaugh. I met Terry during 
the summer before my 6th grade 
at St. Lawrence O’Toole. He broke 
the barriers. He took the Gospel in 
everyday for me.

As life would have it, I would run 
into Fr. Terry infrequently as he 
filled in during the summer months 
at the parish, with his customary 
good-natured sense of humor and 
his love of life and the people. As 
time continued on, I found myself 
interviewing for a receptionist 
position at Tolentine [the old 
monastery of the Augustinians].

In my freshman year of college, 
I was sexually assaulted. It didn't 
help that there was no moral 
support from home, and when it 
was suggested to me by a family 
member that I must have incited 
that reaction from the assailant, it 
became time for me to do some soul 
searching.

In short form, I was lost and 

devastated with no one to turn to. 
I thought of suicide. Getting up 
everyday was an accomplishment, 
and the physical and mental abuse 
on top of the rape was more than 
I could bear. I asked Fr. Terry if 
counseling was possible, and we 
began and life started to change.

And I began to pick up my pieces, 
while going to court with the 
assailant, I started making a plan. I 
wouldn't heal staying where I was at 
home, and when I came home that 
night, my mom had found out what 
I was thinking and she kicked me 
out of the house.

I called a cab and ended up at 
Tolentine. Fr. Mike, Bro. Bruce, 
and Fr. Taggart helped me with 
my things and paid my cab. I cried 
days into nights. Fr. Terry talked me 
through it. 

For years, I remained in the 
area and would run into Fr. Terry 
infrequently. 

Fr. Terry Deffenbaugh taught me 
so much. How to piece it together, 
make it better than before and to 
stand. He helped me get thru and 
heal from SO much pain. 

Its been 25 years now. I've lived 
A LOT of life. I am confident 
though that without Fr. Terry's 
intervention, and the Monastery's 
on that fall night, that my life 
would have taken a different 
path, had I been turned away that 
evening.

Continued on Page 6

Marked for Life
Have you been marked for life by the Augustinians? The last issue of The Midwest Augustinian asked readers to 
share their stories of how their lives have been influenced by the Augustinians, or “marked for life.” The Very 
Rev. Bernard C. Scianna, O.S.A., Ph.D., Prior Provincial of the Midwest Augustinians, shared a story of how 
one man’s life was forever changed by the Augustinians in the “Marked for Life” article. The story is available at 
midwestaugustinians.org/reflection. We now share the stories of only a few who have forever been marked for life:
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Jen Graves
My first exposure 
to the Augustinians 
was enrolling at 
Providence Catholic 
High School in 
the fall of 1996. 
Above and beyond 
the normal high 
school experiences, 

I was blessed to have wonderful spiritual 
leaders, most notably, John Sosnowski 
and Fr. Merk. My high school experience 
culminated with a trip to Italy, both for 
World Youth Day 2000 in Rome and for 
other stops, including San Gimignano, 
Cascia, and Roccaporena. It was inspiring 
to hear so many people from around the 
world speak with such passion about 
Sts. Rita, Monica, and Augustine. After 
I graduated from college, I returned 
to Providence as a teacher and had the 
chance to attend an Augustinian Values 
Institute. The core values of unitas, veritas, 
and caritas are infused in every aspect of 
Providence. The simple fact that there are 
so many alumni working at Providence 
should be evidence enough that there are 
many of us who have been "marked for 
life!”

Tony Lauinger
I was marked for life 
by dedicated, selfless 
priests of the Order 
of Saint Augustine 
when I was 13 
years old: by Father 
Mario J. Porreca, 
who suggested I 
consider a life in the 

priesthood; by Father W. F. Labadie, who 
inspired our eighth-grade football team to 
achieve at a level we didn’t know possible; 
by Father James J. Sinnott, the most 
demanding, and best, teacher I ever had; 
by Father H. V. Spielmann, whose sense of 
humor and never-failing encouragement 
made every encounter a joy; by Father 

John H. Gaffney, whose example of 
humility and holiness has been a constant 
inspiration to this very day…

The 57 years since I was an eighth grader 
at Cascia Hall have been but a reflection of 
the indelible imprint that these holy men 
made on me in that 13th year of my life.

Bill Leighty

As practicing Catholics in Tulsa dating 
back to the mid ‘70s our family were 
members of one of our city’s oldest 
parishes and our children attended its 
K-8 parish school. As they advanced we 
presumed they would go on to attend 
Bishop Kelley, our Diocesan-sponsored 
Lasallian High School.

Growing up in Tulsa I was aware of 
Cascia Hall, the Augustinian college 
preparatory school founded in 1926, and 
operating for many years as an all-boys 
boarding school. I had quite a few high 
school friends who attended Cascia and 
received an excellent education. In those 
days there was a perception among many 
that Cascia was elitist and financially out 
of reach for most middle income families. 
For that reason it never occurred to us 
that Cascia would be an option for our 
children.

Facing declining enrollment and 
spiraling costs during the mid ‘80s, Cascia 
was perilously close to closing its doors 
when the decision was made to go co-ed 
and open a middle school. The transition 
was made possible by the enormous 
financial contributions of long-time Cascia 
supporters who believed in the school’s 
mission.

A student recruiting campaign got 
underway and midway through my 

Continued from Page 5

Bonnie Leighty (left), 
Activities and Kairos Director, 
receives Augustinian 
Secondary Education 
Association Outstanding 
Faculty and Staff Award, with 
Sara Pilgrim (right), Executive 
Assistant to the Principal and 
Upper School Registrar
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daughter’s 7th grade year at 
Marquette School, we received an 
invitation to attend an open house 
and learn more about Cascia’s new 
energy and new direction. I would 
have dismissed it outright save the 
small print at the bottom of the 
invitation including words to the 
effect: “limited financial assistance 
available for qualified students.”

My wife, Bonnie, was out of 
town at the time and I attended the 
open house alone. In retrospect, 
that day turned out to be a turning 
point in the life of our family. It 
was then that I was first introduced 
to the Augustinian values of 
Truth, Unity, and Love and the 
Augustinian concept of educating 
young people in a community 
environment, focusing on academics 
while maintaining a balance of 
spiritual, physical, emotional and 
psychological growth.

That day I became “marked for 
life” and my family soon followed. 
We applied for admission for 
our daughter. She was accepted 
and received a generous financial 
assistance package. Even with the 
help it was a struggle at times to 
cover our end of the costs. So, 
Bonnie began working at Cascia 
to help with the expenses and she 
has continued to work there for the 
better part of the last 25 years, in a 
variety of positions.

We still support our local 
neighborhood parish. At the same 
time it is difficult to put into words 
the profound impact that the 
Midwest Augustinian Province’s 
ministry and mission through Cascia 
Hall has had on our lives. We are 
embedded in Augustinian values and 
culture; it is literally a part of our 
family’s DNA. We have been and 
continue to be enormously blessed 
and “marked for life.”

Jenny Meehan
…My story 
with the 
Augustinians 
started with 
my baptism. I 
was baptized 
at St. Clare by 
a non-O.S.A. 
family friend 

when I was a month old. Later, 
when it was time to start first grade, 
providentially my grandparents (who 
raised me) had to send me to St. 
Clare because St. Gall and St. Simon 
schools were full. St. Clare was not 
their first choice. Once there, Fr. Jim 
Friedel was my first pastor, followed 
by Fr. Mike Slattery.

When I was in high school, I 
started working at the rectory a few 
hours a week in the office as evening 
reception help…. In 1995, Fr. Tony 
Pizzo became pastor, and he and the 
other Augustinians there fostered a 
real sense of family among all of us 
as employees… Also at St. Clare I 
met Fr. John Flynn. He has become 
an important person in my life who 
I remain in contact with often to 
this day. After he moved from St. 
Clare, I would continue to visit him 
and still do whenever he comes into 
Chicago, I usually pick him up for 
lunch or dinner, always over a glass 
of wine and many stories! One bit of 
wisdom he taught me was to not fret 
so much over things. One day I was 
in the rectory kitchen and I dropped 
an ice cube on the floor. I was kind 
of frantically looking for it so no one 
would step on it and slip. He came 
out and saw me and asked what I 
was doing. I told him. He just waved 
his hand and said, "Ah, it'll melt." 
Lesson: Don't sweat the small stuff!

Another Augustinian that has 
made the most impact in my life 
has been Fr. Bill Lego. I first met 
him also when I was at St. Clare, 

and he was pastor of St. Rita. When 
both parishes worked together, I 
worked for him a little while, but 
we became better friends after he 
started in Province administration. 
Through the years, he has become 
a very good and valuable friend to 
me, and I am so grateful for him 
always being willing to listen, share, 
laugh, encourage and talk with me. 
His hospitality and including me 
in so many different things and his 
friendship is truly a blessing.

More than any other Augustinian, 
it was Fr. Tony who, through my 
years working at and attending 
St. Clare, gave me encouragement 
to continue on in ministry as a 
vocation, as a career. At St. Clare, 
he used to tell me I would make a 
great pastoral associate one day in 
a parish. I graduated from Catholic 
Theological Union, and in 2006 I 
started working again with him at 
St. Rita Parish in Chicago. And in 
2009, I indeed did become a pastoral 
associate with the Archdiocese of 
Chicago, what I continue to do 
today at St. Rita. I have learned more 
about ministry from Fr. Tony than 
anyone...how to treat and interact 
with people, how to do liturgy, 
how to approach parish ministry 
in general. His homilies, which 
speak to the heart and mind, have 
always been an important part of my 
spiritual life - helping me realize how 
I see God, relate to God, and relate 
to others…

Because of the Augustinians, 
especially the ones I mentioned 
above, I truly HAVE been marked 
for life. There has not been a time 
since I entered first grade that I was 
not involved with them in some way. 
I will forever be grateful for how 
my life has turned out especially 
because of my formative years at St. 
Clare and how my experiences and 

Continued on Page 10
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A Perspective on Giving
By Elizabeth Mazur 

Associate Director – Annual Fund

A s a fundraiser, I am sometimes asked, “Is that a 
tough job?” My response is, “Yes and no.” It can 
be difficult to ask people for financial support, 

but mainly because finances can be a sensitive and private 
matter for many people. If we look at this topic through a 
spiritual lens however, we may find that our finances may 
not be as private of a matter as we may have thought.

God endows each of us with unique gifts and talents and 
asks us to participate in 
His creative works by 
developing these gifts 
and talents. God, in turn, 
blesses our hard work 
and multiplies our efforts 
and material goods for 
our good and His glory. 
In a sense then, all that 
we have has actually been 
given directly or indirectly 
to us since our talents 
originate with God. We 
are, therefore, not “owners” 
of all that we have but 
stewards or managers. 
Also, for those of us who 
are Christian, through 
our Baptism we become 
brothers and sisters in the 
Body of Christ (the Church), and as in any family, sharing 
with our siblings is essential. It is a great joy and privilege to 
be able to share one’s abundance with others. Not all people 
have the capacity to do so.

This way of understanding finances and possessions makes 
asking for support easier. Also, it invites me to think that 
when I ask people to donate to worthy organizations and 
causes (such as the Augustinians), God is actually using me 
to help people be better stewards of all they have been given, 
to “invest” in worthwhile things, and to grow personally 
and spiritually. This way of thinking makes it much easier to 
ask for a donation. 

Why is giving a good thing and how does it make me grow 
as a person? As a recipient, it is obviously good for the 
person or organization who receives the gift who needs it 
more than I do (to use for food, clothing, housing, ministry, 
etc.). As a donor, it is good for me to give because it allows 
me to participate in the amazing works of the Church and 
of an organization. Our combined efforts can have a greater 

impact. It also grows my heart and helps to prevent my 
forming unhealthy attachments to temporal or finite things 
which can enslave me to my own desires. Fr. Alejandro 
Moral Antón, O.S.A., the Prior General of the worldwide 
Augustinian Order, recently said, “In the neoliberal culture 
in which we live… the ideal of riches is proclaimed and 
needs are created in order to increase consumption.” These 
created needs focus us inward, isolating us away from the 
Body of Christ. Giving focuses us on our brothers and 

sisters in Christ and frees 
us from only serving 
ourselves. The answer to 
the perennial question 
"Am I my brother's 
keeper?" (Gen. 4:9), or 
in other words, “Should 
I give to others?” is a 
resounding “Yes!” Jesus 
definitively answered 
that question from the 
Cross on Calvary. St. 
Augustine echoed the 
Lord’s message with 
“Find out how much 
God has given you and 
from it take what you 
need; the remainder is 
needed by others.”

A question arises which we all need to answer for ourselves: 
are we good stewards or poor ones? Do we “invest” wisely 
in people, causes, things that will last, or unwisely in things 
that perish quickly; things that “moth and rust destroy 
and where thieves break in and steal?" (Mt. 6:19). That we 
should give is indisputable. “Freely you have received; freely 
give” (Mt. 10:8). What remains, therefore, is to responsibly 
discern the amount and a worthy recipient. My work is 
made a bit easier because I believe the Augustinians are 
worthy of support. 

We are most grateful to all of our friends and 
benefactors who have deemed support of the 
Augustinian ministries and way of life to be 
worthy of their generosity!

Elizabeth Mazur began working with the Augustinians as the 
Associate Director for the Annual Fund in 2013. She can be contacted 
at elizabeth@midwestaugustinians.org or 773-595-4009.

Elizabeth Mazur with Don Berschback, Augustinian Affiliate from Grosse Pointe 
Park, Michigan



If you have questions about the One Mind, One Heart 
Society, or to make a donation, please contact Elizabeth 
Mazur, Associate Director – Annual Fund, at 
773-595-4009 or elizabeth@midwestaugustinians.org.

Introducing the One 
  Mind, One Heart Society

A s part of our efforts to raise awareness of the value 
and ongoing need of our ministries, we would like 
to introduce to you a new giving society – the One 

Mind, One Heart Society. The society has been established to 
acknowledge and recognize our friends and benefactors who 
make a sacrificial annual gift of $1,000 or more in support of 
our ministries in schools, parishes, and missions. We are grateful 
to welcome into the society over 200 of our current donors who 
have responded generously to God’s call by supporting our service 
to our brothers and sisters in Christ at this dedicated level.

One Mind, One Heart Society members enjoy these benefits:

• The knowledge that they are  helping to advance the mission 
of the Church and the Augustinians,

• Invitation to an annual One Mind, One Heart Society Mass 
and reception,

• Invitations to special retreats and pilgrimages led by 
Augustinians, and

• A beautiful lapel pin of the 
Augustinian emblem, depicted here

Thank you for making a generous commitment to spreading the 
joy and love of the Gospel by supporting the pastoral work of 
the Augustinians!

AugustiniansMidwest

 
“Find out how much God has given 
you and from it take what you need; 
the remainder is needed by others.”  

    –St. Augustine 

Annual support of the Midwest 
Augustinians at this significant 
level helps provide reliable and 
regular funding for our ministries 
and pastoral work, as well as 
the spiritual and intellectual 
development of our men in 
formation and vocations outreach, 
the care of our infirm and retired 
Augustinians, and our missions 
in Peru. As a mendicant order, 
we rely on the generosity of 
friends and benefactors like you 

to support our work 
to spread the Good 
News of the Kingdom 
of God. By supporting 

the work of current 
Augustinians and the 
formation of future 

ones, you help fulfill 
God’s call to bring 
all people to a 
transformative 
encounter with 
Christ – today and 

for generations to 
come. Thank you!
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interactions there prepared and called me 
to ministry. Thank you for allowing me to 
be part of the OSA family.
 
Read Jenny’s full article at 
midwestaugustinians.org/meehan

Pat O’Connor
My life began to 
feel the impact of 
the Augustinian 
charism when I 
started my journey 
with them in 1966 
at St. Augustine 
Seminary. It was 
there I learned about 

justice and equality from Fr. Jim Friedel, 
the joy of a personal relationship with our 
Lord from Fr. Henry Maibusch, the power 
of knowledge from Fr. David Brecht, and 
from my own brother Fr. Mike I learned 
to let go and trust in the Lord wherever 
He leads you. I could go on and on but 
suffice it to say that over the next ten years, 
through high school, college, and the 
novitiate, the Augustinians put their mark 
on my heart and mind. I have been marked 
for life by the Augustinian charism, and it 
has made a difference in all I do.

Martin Wojcik
As a Mendel High 
School freshman, 
I was impressed by 
the sense of order 
and discipline that 
prevailed. It was 
a badge of honor, 
during my Mendel 
career, to have 

avoided "jug" (detention). While a vital 
precondition for learning, I knew such a 
state was not automatic for young men in 
that age group. The Augustinian friars, with 
their austere appearance and brisk attention 
to disturbances, had a knack for changing 
disorder to discipline. They made it easy to 
accept the admonition that “Mendel Men 
Are Gentlemen." 

Mike Zunica
The Augustinians 
have no peers 
when it comes 
to providing a 
well rounded 
education steeped 
in spirituality 
and personal 
development. My 

position at St Rita High School has allowed 
me to meet graduates dating as far back 
as the day I met George Bell from the 
Class of 1915. Since that day I have been 
witness to countless stories of life-changing 
experiences from every decade St. Rita 
has been in existence. We now have over 
24,000 graduates and I can only imagine 
how many more stories there are of how 
the Augustinians have positively impacted 
their lives.

Have you been 
Marked for Life 
by the Augustinians?
Please share your story with us!  We are 
looking for stories of how the Augustinians 
have impacted people’s lives for the good. 
With your permission, we would love to 
share these stories in future issues of  The 
Midwest Augustinian and in our news blog at 
midwestaugustinians.org/news

HOW TO SHARE YOUR STORY?

• Mail us your story using the 
enclosed envelope in this newsletter, 

• Submit your story at 
 

• Email your story to 
patrick@midwestaugustinians.org

midwestaugustinians.org/marked-for-life
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O ur Vicariate in Peru recently 
held their Chapter in 
Chulucanas. I was the 

President of the Chapter and installed 
Fr. Fidel Alvarado, O.S.A., in his 
Office of Vicar for a second term. Fr. 
Fidel is the first Native Peruvian to 
hold this position. The tenor of the 
meetings was upbeat and forward-
looking.

They are well into the process of 
working with two other vicariates 
(dependent upon Italy and 
Spain) towards becoming a new, 
independent, and self-sustaining 
Province. This is, of course, the goal 
of any mission: to educate native 
leadership and turn the local church 
over to them. The one last thing they 
will need help with is funding for the 
building of a new school in Trujillo, 
Peru.

We should be very proud as a Province 
of what we have accomplished for the 
Church and the Order over the past 
fifty years in Peru!

Also, in the spirit of collaboration, 
we will open an inter-circumscription 
Novitiate in our house in Lima. 
Twenty novices from all over the 
southern region of South America will 
begin there in January of 2015! They 
also are coordinating well-structured 
programs for Vocations. 

I was very encouraged by their 
spirit, energy, and enthusiasm for 
our Augustinian religious life and 
ministry to the Church! They too had 
a Memorial Mass for Fr. David Brecht, 
O.S.A. He was very supportive of our 
Mission there during his three terms as 
Provincial. 

I will return to Peru in January 
for their annual assembly and am 

confident that I will continue to hear 
of great progress in all areas of our 
Mission!

A Forward-Looking Vision for Peruvian Missions
By the Very Rev. Bernard C. Scianna, O.S.A., Ph.D. 

Prior Provincial of the Midwest Augustinians

CHULUCANAS, PERU: Those serving the Augustinian missions in Northern Peru gathered this past September to make plans to create a new Augustinian Province in Peru

The late Fr. David Brecht, O.S.A., was memorialized 
during services in Northern Peru, as seen in this 
picture with the Very Rev. Fidel Alvarado, O.S.A., 
Regional Vicar (left); and the Very Rev. Bernard C. 
Scianna, O.S.A., Ph.D., Prior Provincial
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Continuing Our Journey of Faith

ARE THE AUGUSTINIANS 
STILL RELEVANT?

Milann Siegfried
Campaign Chair; Affiliate; 
Board of NORDAM

Greg Flanagan
Augustinian Affiliate; 
Journey of a Lifetime Trustee

Fr. Brian Barker, O.S.A.
Cascia Hall Director of 
Augustinian Mission

Fr. Bernie Scianna, O.S.A.
Prior Provincial; 
St. Rita ‘83

Ryan Gandurski
Parishioner, St. Jude New 
Lenox; St. Rita ‘95

Greg Jania
St. Rita ‘89; Head of Fund 
Investments of Global 
Private Equity

Fr. Jerry Knies, O.S.A.
Prior, St. Rita Parish in 
Racine

OCT. 22 OCT. 29OCT. 23 OCT. 30OCT. 24 OCT. 27 OCT. 28

Martin Wojcik
Mendel ‘66; Exec. Dir., American 
College of Surgeons Fndtn.

Matt Coughlin
Managing Partner, IIB

Fr. Tom Osborne, O.S.A.
Our Mother of Good Counsel 
Homer Glen

Fr. Rich Young, O.S.A.
Teacher, Providence 
Catholic HS; St. Rita ‘82

Fr. John Flynn, O.S.A.
Former Prior Provincial

Michael Scianna
Father of Prior Provincial; 
Affiliate

NOV. 12 NOV. 13 NOV. 14 NOV. 17NOV. 11 NOV. 18
Fr. Richard McGrath, O.S.A.
President, Providence 
Catholic HS; Mendel ‘64

NOV. 19

Fr. Jim Friedel, O.S.A.
Augustinian Retreat Leader

G.T. Bynum
Tulsa City Counselor; 
Cascia Hall ‘96

DEC. 2 DEC. 3
Br. Tom Taylor, O.S.A.
Province Secretary

Fr. Joe Stobba, O.S.A.
Ret. Pastor, St. Rita 
Parishes Chicago/Racine

Bob Sullivan
Cascia Hall ‘64; 
Augustinian Affiliate

Fr. Jim Thompson, O.S.A.
Chaplain, Little Company 
of Mary Hospital

Fr. Bob Prevost, O.S.A.
Former worldwide leader 
of Augustinians

DEC. 4 DEC. 5 DEC. 8 DEC. 9 DEC. 10
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Continuing Our Journey of Faith THE MIDWEST 
AUGUSTINIAN 
CAMPAIGN

Visit www.augustiniancampaign.org/interviews every weekday after 2:00 pm, to hear why 
the Augustinians are launching the Continuing Our Journey of Faith campaign. Interviews 
and articles are with Augustinians, Affiliates, donors, and volunteers. Many have attended 
an Augustinian school or parish. All previously posted interviews will remain online. 
Listen daily and hear a new story from the hearts and minds of people just like you.

Bishop John McNabb, O.S.A.
Bishop Emeritus of 
Chulucanas, Peru

Fr. John Gaffney, O.S.A.
Teacher at Cascia Hall (ret.)

Don Berschback
Affiliate; Austin Catholic 
‘60; Parishioner, St. Clare 
Grosse Pointe, MI

OCT. 31 NOV. 3 NOV. 4
Fr. Karl Gersbach, O.S.A.
Former Prior Provincial

John Barrett
Retired Development 
Director of Midwest 
Augustinians

Tony Lauinger
Affiliate; Cascia Hall ‘62

NOV. 5 NOV. 6 NOV. 7
Pat O’Connor
Augustinian Seminary 
Alum; Senior VP of 
BlueCross BlueShield (ret.)

NOV. 10

Mark Hacker
Senior VP & General Counsel, 
Motorola Solutions; St. Rita ‘90

Fr. Tom McCarthy, O.S.A.
Vocations Director; 
Chaplain, St. Rita HS ‘83

Pat Ormsby
Mendel ‘64, President, 
Bimba Manufacturing

Mike Zunica
Athletics Director, 
St. Rita HS

Fr. Bill Sullivan, O.S.A.
Assoc. Pastor, St. Jude New 
Lenox; Mendel ‘59

NOV. 26NOV. 20 NOV. 21 NOV. 24 NOV. 25
Chuck Engvall, CPA
CPA, Augustinian Finance Cmte. 
Former President of Electronic 
Connector Corp.

Fr. Tony Pizzo, O.S.A.
Pastor, St. Rita Chicago

NOV. 28 DEC. 1

Fr. John Merkelis, O.S.A.
Augustinian Personnel 
Director

Fr. Bernie Danber, O.S.A.
Prior, St. Rita HS ‘68

Fr. Tim Cuny, O.S.A.
Vocations Director (ret.)

Bishop Dan Turley, O.S.A.
Bishop of Chulucanas, Peru; 
Mendel ‘60

Michael Gerrity
Chief Advancement Officer, 
Midwest Augustinians

Patrick T. Murphy
Associate Director-
Communications,  
Midwest Augustinians

Anne Russell
Augustinian Affiliate

INTERVIEWS BY:

DEC. 11 DEC. 12 DEC. 15 DEC. 16
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I t is with great joy that the Augustinians welcomed Brothers Nick 
Mullarkey, O.S.A., and Joe Siegel, O.S.A., as the Province’s most 
recently professed Augustinians!

Brothers Mullarkey and Siegel professed their first vows as 
Augustinians on August 10, 2014, at the St. Rita of Cascia Shrine 
Chapel in Chicago. Both completed one year as novices at St. Rita of 
Cascia Parish in Racine, Wisconsin. Originally, Bro. Mullarkey hails 
from West Des Moines, Iowa, and Bro. Siegel from Urbana, Illinois.

In his homily, the Very Rev. Bernard C. Scianna, O.S.A., Ph.D., 
Prior Provincial of the Midwest Augustinians said, “We heard from 
the Rule of St. Augustine, before all else, live together in harmony, or 
once again, the main purpose of your coming together is to live in one 
mind, and one heart on the way to God... Pope Francis challenges the 
religious as we prepare for the Year of Consecrated Life to ‘wake up the 
world with a dawning joy!’ ”

The Augustinians later released a 3-minute video of their professions to 
promote vocations to the Augustinian Order. The video also includes 
footage of Brother Colin Nardone, O.S.A.'s first vows, held on August 
9, 2014, at the Rosemont Chapel of St. Thomas of Villanova Parish. 
Brother Nardone is the most recently professed friar from the Eastern 
Province of St. Thomas of Villanova. Augustinian Provinces have been 
collaborating more in vocations outreach efforts, among other efforts, 
to increase outreach to more people.

Please pray for Brothers Mullarkey, Nardone, Siegel, and all 
others in formation and discernment with the Augustinians!

Two Novices Profess First Vows
 &News      Notes

Wake the World with a Dawning Joy!

Watch this inspirational 3-minute vocations video where three 
men profess their first vows with the Augustinians. 

midwestaugustinians.org/videos

CHICAGO, IL: Bro. Nick Mullarkey, O.S.A., professes his vows 
over the Augustinian Rule and Constitution

Fr. Jerry Knies, O.S.A., vests Bro. Joe Siegel, O.S.A., into his 
new black habit



A Long-lasting Gift: 
  A Matter of Love and Gratitude

N o matter where or how you first connected with the Augustinians, it is likely a 
relationship that has benefited you, your loved ones, and very likely your friends 
and colleagues. In addition to your prayers for the professed Augustinians and 

the young men in formation, another great way to say "thank you" is a planned gift. It 
is very simple to do, requires no cash to be given now, and yet still allows you to make a 

significant gift while you are living. You can also 
honor or remember someone special in this gift.

Please consider becoming a member of the 
Midwest Augustinians' Restless Hearts Society by 
making a planned gift today. It is an extraordinary 
act of love and a great way to recognize their 
service and give thanks. Here are some easy ways 
to make a planned gift:

• A bequest of cash or a percentage 
of your estate,

• Name the Augustinians as a beneficiary 
in your insurance policy, annuity or 
retirement plans,

• Donate a home or other property

Please give this gift some thought and prayer. You can 
always call or contact Province Advancement Officer 
Michael Gerrity (michael@midwestaugustinians.org or 
at 773-595-4035) with any questions. 
 
The legal name for bequests and other planned 
gifts is Province of Our Mother of Good Counsel-The 
Augustinians. Your gift includes enrollment in the 
Province’s Restless Hearts Society. Society members are 
recognized in the Province’s headquarters (see photo).

Pierre M. Adams
Anne Berschback

Donald R. Berschback
Joseph A. Drap

Sandra Lyn Drap
Gregory Flanagan

Mary Friedel-Hunt
Ardith Goodroe

Frank D. Grimaldi
Michael C. Kirby
Barbara Klasing

Wayne G. Klasing
Sandra Kruse
Vincent Kruse

John D. Kwiatkowski
Robert J. LaFortune

Tom Leo
Dolores P. Lundeen

Robert H. Mace, Jr., Th.M.
Elizabeth Manning
Michael Manning

Donald Miller
Debra Molinari
Adele O'Sullivan
Harry O'Sullivan

Connee Pines
Edward Raher

Mary Rasmussen
Richard Rasmussen
Bernice A. Raubiskis

Lisa Solava
Richard Solava

We would like 
to acknowledge 
and thank the 

following supporters 
for including the 

Augustinians in their 
wills or estate plans:

The Restless Hearts Society Donor Wall 
in Chicago, Illinois
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Augustinians Welcome Three New 
Advancement Advisory Council Members

Pat Ormsby
Pat first came to know the Augustinians by attending Mendel Catholic High School, a now-
closed high school on the south side of Chicago, in 1964. He has most recently been serving as a 
Vice-Chair for the Augustinians' Continuing Our Journey of Faith capital campaign.

When asked why he supports the Augustinians, Pat says, "I went to an Augustinian high school 
in Chicago, Mendel Catholic, as did my brothers. In my freshman year, my father died, and my 
tuition was paid by The Men's Club and the Augustinians for me and my younger brothers. The 
Augustinians at Mendel were role models during an important part of my formative years."

Pat is the president of Bimba Manufacturing, which has four plants and 600 employees. The 
company specializes in pneumatics and hydraulics for factory automation and manufacturing 

robotics. Pat is also on the boards of Illinois Manufacturers' Association, the Prairie State College Foundation, Governors State 
University, and the Franciscan St. James Hospital Foundation.

Continued on Page 18

Pup-Pup Has Learned Spanish Announcing Our 
Gala 2015 Honorees

T he third Augustinian Gala, to 
be held on April 24, 2015, at 
the Drake Hotel in Chicago, 

will honor Father Tony Pizzo, O.S.A., 
and Deacon Jim Foody, M.D. The gala 
will also offer a special remembrance 
to the late Father Ray Ryan, O.S.A., 
who served as Prior Provincial of the 
Midwest Augustinians for three terms, 
before passing away in 2012.

The Augustinian Gala will also 
kick-off a year-long celebration of 
the Augustinians’ Diamond Jubilee 
anniversary. While the Augustinians 
have been serving in the Midwest since 
1905, the Province of Our Mother 
of Good Counsel was not formally 
founded until April 26, 1941. The year-
long celebration will include a host of 
events across the Midwest and conclude 
with the fourth Augustinian Gala on 
April 22, 2016. More to come on next 
year’s gala honorees and Diamond 
Jubilee celebrations in future issues of 
The Midwest Augustinian.8Visit midwestaugustinians.org/tustus to purchase your copy today!

F r. Terry Deffenbaugh, O.S.A.’s highly acclaimed book, No Longer a 
Stray: The Gospel According to Pup-Pup (Scepter, 2005), presents the 
Gospels through the eyes of Pup-Pup, a fictional stray dog adopted by 

a young Jesus.

The book has been translated into Spanish, and Pup-Pup's narrative can 
be read in that language. The book is published by the Jesuits’ Ediciones 
Mensajero in Spain with the title El Evangelio Según Tustús.

Fr. Terry Deffenbaugh, O.S.A., Releases Book in Spanish
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www.midwestaugustinians.org/gala ➜

Honoring

Diamond Jubilee 
Remembrance

Augustinian Gala
The Drake Hotel, Chicago ~ April 24, 2015

Hosted by the Very Rev. Bernard C. Scianna, O.S.A., Ph.D., Prior Provincial

RSVP by April 10!   All reservations and program book 
ads must be received no later than April 10.

Major Gala Sponsor  $25,000
Reception $5,000
Music $3,500
Program Book $3,000
Flowers $3,500
Sponsor an Augustinian 

to attend Gala  $500

Full Page Centerfold (Both Pages) $3,000

Full Page $1,500 
(Back or inside front cover) 

Full Page $1,000
Half Page $600
Quarter Page $300
Business Card $100 

Table Opportunities

Major Underwriting and 
Sponsorship Opportunities

Gala Program Book Opportunities 
Printed in full color; Program Book size = 8.5" x 11"

To reserve a table or sponsorship, please contact Mary 
in the Province Advancement Office by emailing 

mary@midwestaugustinians.org or by calling  773-595-4008.

St. Augustine Tables 
$5,000

Preferred table for 
10, full page program 

ad, prominent 
program signage

St. Rita of Cascia Tables
$4,000

Preferred table for 10, 
half page program 

ad, prominent 
program signage

St. Monica Tables – $3,500
Table of 10, quarter page ad

Individual Reservation – $300

All tables can be named in honor of, or in memory of, 
an Augustinian, a parish, a school, or a loved one.

Fr. Tony Pizzo, O.S.A.

Dn. Jim Foody, M.D.

Fr. Ray Ryan, O.S.A.
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PROVINCE 
ADVANCEMENT 
ADVISORY COUNCIL

Ms. Anne Berschback

Mr. Donald Berschback

Mr. Robert Biolchini

Mr. Matthew F. Coughlin, III

Mr. Mark S. Hacker

Mr. Gregory Jania,  
Vice-Chairman

Mr. Wayne Klasing, 
Chairman

Mr. Anthony J. Lauinger

Mr. Pat Ormsby

Very Rev. Bernard C. 
Scianna, O.S.A., Ph.D., 
Prior Provincial

Mrs. Lisa 
Ann Solava, PHR

Mr. Robert Sullivan

Martin Wojcik

Mr. Mike Zunica

Martin Wojcik
Martin Wojcik, CFRE, graduated from Mendel Catholic 
High School, a now-closed Augustinian high school on 
the south side of Chicago, in 1966. Most recently, he has 
served on the committee for the Augustinian Gala and also 
presently volunteers for the Augustinians' Continuing Our 
Journey of Faith campaign.

Martin Wojcik is a philanthropy professional whose career 
has spanned a number of roles within academic health 
centers, higher education institutions and community 
service organizations. He has experience with institutional 

and individual giving, annual and planned giving, strategic and campaign planning, 
an in-depth understanding of philanthropy and an ability to lead others effectively. 
Currently, Marty is Executive Director of the American College of Surgeons Foundation, 
based in Chicago.

Marty is a Certified Fund Raising Executive (CFRE) and a member of the Association 
of Fundraising Professionals (AFP) in Chicago and Arizona, the Partnership for 
Philanthropic Planning (formerly NCPG), the Planned Giving Roundtable of Arizona, 
and the Chicago Council on Planned Giving.

He has served as a volunteer leader for cultural, educational, and social service 
organizations over his entire career. He serves as a member of the advisory board for 
Philanthropy Works.

Lisa Ann Solava, PHR
Lisa Ann Solava, PHR, has been an active, devoted 
parishioner of the Augustinians’ St. Jude Parish in New 
Lenox, Illinois, and was awarded the Augustinian Fidelitas 
Award for her contributions to the Order. The Augustinian 
General Curia in Rome later named her an Affiliate of the 
Order. Lisa is also volunteering her time toward helping 
the Continuing Our Journey of Faith campaign.

Lisa is the Director of Operations and Interim Director of 
Human Relations at Tandem HR. She has over 25 years of 

experience supporting C-suite executives in growing and furthering their businesses. She 
is a Certified Professional in Human Resources (PHR), and a member of: the Society of 
Human Resources Management (SHRM), the Illinois State Council SRHM, the Society 
of Human Resource Professionals of Greater Chicago Chapter (SHRP), the Grundy 
Will HR Association Chapter, and World at Work (Total Rewards Association). She 
graduated from Robert Morris College and has completed several years of additional 
coursework in Psychology, Human Resources, Organization Development, Cognitive 
Methods for Training, Communications, and Religious studies.

The Province Advancement Advisory Council offers strategic input and advice to the Prior Provincial of 
the Midwest Augustinians. If you are interested in joining the Province Advancement Advisory Council 
for the Augustinians, you can learn more by contacting Chief Advancement Officer Michael Gerrity at 
michael@midwestaugustinians.org or 773-595-4035.

Continued from Page16
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Thank you to our newest donors!

T he Augustinians are continually grateful for those new donors that join us in mission to serve the Church in 
our schools, parishes, missions, and other ministries. United in one mind and one heart, these gifts lead us 
closer toward God. With these gifts and the continued prayers of thousands, we are ensuring the Augustinian 

spirit will live on for generations to come. We would now like to thank those newest donors that have given their first 
gift to the Augustinians between July 16 and September 30 of this year. We ask that all our readers keep these newest 
supporters in prayer. Thank you!

If you feel your contributions are not properly reflected in this report or if you see errors, we apologize and ask you to 
please contact the Advancement Office at advancement@midwestaugustinians.org or at 773-595-4008.

Mr. Dennis C. Aklinski 
Mr. and Mrs. Guy Andersen 

III in Honor of Bro. Nick 
Mullarkey, O.S.A.

B & B Charities, Tulsa, OK
Mr. and Mrs. George C. Barker 

in Memory of Wayne Barker
Mr. Denis Bartz in Memory of 

Fr. David L. Brecht, O.S.A.
Mr. and Mrs. James P. 

Brecht in Memory of Fr. 
David L. Brecht, O.S.A.

Mr. and Mrs. John Buczek 
Mr. John F. Calhoun 
Mr. and Mrs. Greg Costakis 

in Memory of Fr. David 
L. Brecht, O.S.A.

Mr. Steven L. Dolniak 
Mr. and Mrs. John Donahue 
Ms. Rosemary A. Dorr 

in Memory of Fr. Edward 
Sweeney, O.S.A.

Ms. MaryAnn T. Fix in Memory 
of Fr. David L. Brecht, O.S.A.

Mr. and Mrs. Edward J. 
Fleming, Jr. in Memory of Fr. 
David L. Brecht, O.S.A.

Mr. Theodore A. Gonzalez 
in Memory of Wayne Barker

Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Jacobs 
Ms. Blanche L. Jastrow 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Lanuti 
Mr. and Mrs. Brendan Lavis 

in Memory of Fr. David L. 
Brecht, O.S.A.

Ms. Christine J. Leaman 
in Memory of Fr. David L. 
Brecht, O.S.A.

Mr. and Mrs. Roy Lilley 
in Memory of Fr. David L. 
Brecht, O.S.H.

Mr. and Mrs. Steve Linville 
in Memory of Fr. David 
L. Brecht, O.S.A.

Mr. Stephen J. Manders in 
Memory of Fr. Ray Ryan, O.S.A.

Mr. and Mrs. Michael P. 
McGrath 

Ms. Mary Mikel 
Mr. and Mrs. Edwin B. 

Morse 
Mr. and Mrs. Tracey Murphy 
Mr. Edward Napier 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles K. 

Newell in Memory of Fr. 
David L. Brecht, O.S.A.

Mr. and Mrs. Emmet P. O'Neill 
in Honor of Bros. Nick Mullarkey, 
O.S.A., and Joe Siegel, O.S.A.

Mr. John Ormsby 
Mr. and Mrs. George Orzech 

in Memory of Fr. David 
L. Brecht, O.S.A.

Ms. Geraldine T. Pastewski 
in Memory of Fr. David L. 
Brecht, O.S.A.

Ms. Susan J. Pinneke in Honor 
of Bro. Nick Mullarkey, O.S.A.

Mr. and Mrs. Richard J. 
Schmeling in Honor of Bro. 
Nick Mullarkey, O.S.A.

Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. 
Schulte 

Mr. and Mrs. Larry E. 
Smith in Honor of Bro. 
Nick Mullarkey, O.S.A.

St. Mary's Women's 
Club, Huntley, IL

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth 
Surma 

Mr. and Mrs. Fredrick 
Surowiec 

TD Ameritrade, Omaha, NE

Mr. and Mrs. Pat Thiede
Ms. Agnes Weighell Trust 
Ms. Alice M. Williams 

in Memory of Fr. David L. 
Brecht, O.S.A.
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T his October, Sr. Mary Grace Kuppe, O.S.A., was re-installed as the Prioress at Mother of Good Counsel Monastery 
in New Lenox, Illinois. The Good Counsel Monastery is a community of Augustinian cloistered nuns. To learn more 
about the Augustinian Nuns of New Lenox, visit augustiniannuns.org.

Augustinian Sister Installed as Prioress

NEW LENOX, IL: The Augustinian Cloistered Nuns of New Lenox, Illinois
NEW LENOX, IL: Sr. Mary Grace Kuppe, O.S.A., with 
the Very Rev. Bernard C. Scianna, O.S.A., Ph.D.

Our Lady of the Lake Catholic Church Recognized for Accessibility Efforts

C ongratulations to the Our 
Lady of the Lake community 
in Edwardsburg, Michigan, on 

their recent grant from Pathways.org!  
Our Lady of the Lake is a parish 
administered by Fr. Joe McCormick, 

O.S.A., an Augustinian of the Province of Our Mother of 
Good Counsel.

In October, Pathways.org, a Chicago based not-for-
profit, recognized Our Lady of the Lake Catholic Church, 
Edwardsburg, Michigan, with a grant for their efforts to 
include worshipers of all abilities as active participants. The 
congregation submitted an application describing the steps 
they have taken to provide accommodations so members of 
all abilities can worship, attend social functions, and minister 
at their parish.

In 2000, Our Lady of the Lake Parish built a new social hall, 
kitchen, and classroom addition. The community wanted 
the addition to be accessible. A single story floor plan, 
wide doorways, and accessible restrooms achieved this goal. 
The parish is now undergoing a $2.5 million renovation 
that will address making the entrances to the church, the 

parish offices, sanctuary, and food pantry accessible. The 
architectural design of the project includes the installation 
of ramps, automatic doors, and a lift system to make church 
buildings more convenient for all congregants.

“Hospitality is such a sacred virtue 
of our ancient tradition,” said Fr. Joe 
McCormick, O.S.A., pastor of Our 
Lady of the Lake. “Our members 
and ministers might be the kindest 
and most welcoming persons—but 
if others can’t get in to meet them 
here, much of our work might be in 
vain. The openness and accessibility 
of our buildings should both reflect 
and form the virtue of hospitality in 
our members. We are so grateful to 
Pathways for helping us achieve this 
goal,” said Fr. McCormick.

Congratulations to the Our Lady of the Lake 
Community! Blessings on your November 22 
Dedication!

Fr. Joe McCormick, 
O.S.A., Pastor of Our 
Lady of the Lake Parish, 
Edwardsburg, MI
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Beautiful Windows Installed at St. Rita High School

W e would like to 
congratulate the St. 
Rita High School 

Community for re-installing their 
beautiful stained glass windows. The 
windows were previously displayed 
very high up in the St. Rita of Cascia 
Shrine Chapel. They were originally 

from the Augustinian Novitiate in 
Oconomowoc, Wisconsin. They are 
now installed in the hallway leading 
from the main office to the chapel 
where they will be appreciated by the 
hundreds of students and teachers 
walking by them on a daily basis.

The windows feature prominent 
Augustinian saints such as St. 
Augustine, St. Rita, St. Thomas of 
Villanova, and others.

Congratulations to the St. Rita 
High School Community!

Racine Community 
Burns the Mortgage

Our Mother of Good Counsel 
Parish Makes Final Payment

O ur Mother of 
Good Counsel 
Parish in 

Homer Glen, Illinois, 
in August made its final 
payment on the loan 
for the construction 
of its church building.  
This achievement was 
celebrated on the weekend 
of August 23-24.

Our Mother of Good 
Counsel Parish was 
founded in 1996 by the Augustinians at the request of the Bishop of 
Joliet, Illinois.  The name of the parish, which is also the Patron Saint and 
name of the Midwest Augustinians’ Province, was chosen by parishioners 
at a special meeting held on Sunday October 3, 1996. Although several 
names were suggested, Our Mother of Good Counsel was chosen by an 
overwhelming majority.  Fr. Tom Osborne, O.S.A., was assigned to be the 
first Pastor, followed by the parish’s current pastor, Fr. John Ohner, O.S.A.

Congratulations to the Our Mother of Good Counsel 
Community!

S t. Rita of Cascia Parish in Racine, 
Wisconsin, had a “burn the mortgage” 
celebration on July 13. The cost of the 

new church building, dedicated October 9, 
2005, is totally paid less than 10 years after 
the dedication. 

Fr. Joe Stobba, O.S.A., who was Pastor 
when the new building was designed and 
constructed, was present for the ceremony. 
Fr. Kevin Mullins, O.S.A., currently serves as 
Pastor and as part of the Novitiate formation 
team.

Congratulations to the St. Rita Parish 
Community!
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Rev. David L. Brecht, O.S.A., Ph.D. 
1938-2014

F r. David L. Brecht, 
O.S.A., died in the late 
afternoon of September 

6, 2014. He was 75. He had 
been battling a leukemia-like 
condition called myelodysplasis 
since 2012. His bone marrow 
did not make enough healthy 
blood cells. The blood cells did 
not mature into healthy red 

blood cells, white blood cells, or platelets. The immature 
blood cells did not function normally and either died in 
the bone marrow or soon after they entered the blood. 
Fr. Brecht underwent chemotherapy treatments. A series 
of blood transfusions gave him some relief, but the 
transfusions had become increasingly less effective. 

Fr. Brecht was born on October 17, 1938, in Detroit, 
Michigan, to John Lloyd and Mary Brecht. He met the 
Augustinians when he attended Austin Catholic High 
School in Detroit. He entered the Augustinian Order as a 
Novice on September 8, 1956 and professed his first vows 
on September 10, 1957. He professed his solemn vows 
exactly three years later in 1957.

Father Brecht held two academic degrees from Villanova 
University including a Bachelor of Arts in Philosophy and 
a Master of Arts in Classical Languages. He later earned 
a Diploma in Counseling from Salesian University in 
Rome. He attended Loyola University Chicago where 
he also earned a Master of Education and a Doctorate of 
Philosophy in Educational Administration. Amidst his 
studies, he was ordained to the priesthood on February 6, 
1965.

After ordination, 
Father Brecht was first 
assigned to Mendel 
Catholic High School 
in Chicago as a teacher 
and chaplain. In 1967, 
he was assigned to 
Tolentine College in 
Olympia Fields, Illinois, 
where he served as sub-
master of the professed, 
an academic dean, and a 
teacher.

In 1973, the same 
year in which Father 
Brecht completed his 
doctorate, he began teaching at Villanova University in 
Philadelphia and also held administrative positions there. 
He was later assigned to serve as Principal of St. Rita of 
Cascia High School in Chicago from 1979 to 1983. During 
this time, he also served as a member of the Provincial 
Council. In 1983, he was named Superintendent of 
Augustinian Schools and Prior of St. Nicholas of Tolentine 
Monastery in Olympia Fields. In 1985, Father Brecht was 
appointed Headmaster of Cascia Hall in Tulsa, Oklahoma. 
While at Cascia Hall, Fr. Brecht was responsible for the 
school becoming co-educational and establishing a grade 
6-12 education program.

In 1991, Father Brecht was elected Prior Provincial, the 
leader of the Midwest Augustinian Province of Our Mother 
of Good Counsel. As Provincial, Father Brecht launched 
the Augustinians' Journey of a Lifetime capital campaign 
to benefit the needs of the the retiring Augustinians. He 
served as Provincial for two terms until 1999, when he was 
assigned as the associate pastor of St. Jude Parish in New 
Lenox, Illinois. He returned to Tulsa as a teacher at Cascia 
Hall in 2001.

In 2002, Father Brecht was again elected as Prior Provincial; 
he is only one of two Augustinians to serve as Prior 
Provincial for the Midwest Province for three terms. At the 
end of his term in 2006, he was named Pastor of St. Clare 
of Montefalco Parish in Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan. He 
later served as the chaplain of Villanova College in King 

 
"Anything for 

Cascia. He 
always went the 
extra mile for 
Cascia Hall."  

–Roger Carter 
Headmaster of 
Cascia Hall 

 
"A true Augustinian, Fr. David 
Brecht was 'a walking Gospel.' "  

–The Michigan Catholic newspaper 
Read more: http://ow.ly/CSXgN 

IN PARADISIUM
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Fr. John J. Flaherty, O.S.A., D.Min. 
1928-2014

T he Rev. John J. 
Flaherty, O.S.A., 
was born on July 21, 

1928, in Chicago, Illinois, to 
Thomas and Ann (O’Connor) 
Flaherty. Father Flaherty first 
came to know the Augustinians 
by attending St. Rita of Cascia 
High School in Chicago; 
he graduated there in 1946. 
He later studied at DePaul 

University in Chicago before entering the Augustinian 
formation program in 1947.

Fr. Flaherty entered the Augustinian Novitiate in 1948 
and later professed his first vows on September 10, 1949. 
He professed his solemn vows exactly three years later in 
1952. He was ordained to the priesthood on October 28, 
1955.

Following his profession of vows, Fr. Flaherty earned a 
Bachelor of Arts in Philosophy from Villanova University 
in Villanova, Pennsylvania, in 1952. He continued in 
theological studies at Augustinian College in Washington, 
D.C., from 1952-1956. He was later granted a Master of 
Science in Biology from Villanova University in 1961, and 
a Master of Divinity from Lutheran School of Theology 
in 1975. He later earned a Doctorate in Ministry from 
Lutheran School of Theology in 1991.

Fr. Flaherty taught Biology at St. Rita of Cascia High 
School in Chicago from 1956 to 1971. In 1971, he was 
assigned to Mendel Monastery, Chicago, and began his 
ministry as a hospital chaplain. He continued his work 

in various hospitals: Little Company of Mary, Evergreen 
Park; St. Francis, Blue Island; Palos Community, Palos 
Heights; Ingalls Memorial, Harvey. During these 
chaplaincies, he also resided at St. Rita Monastery and 
Tolentine Monastery in Olympia Fields, Illinois.

In 1995, Father Flaherty was named Chaplain of Mercy 
Residence at Tolentine Center, a post he held until 2000. 
After his retirement as Chaplain, he continued to provide 
sacramental ministry at Mercy Residence and elsewhere 
whenever there was a need.

Because of his growing need for health care, Father 
Flaherty was assigned to the newly established Blessed 
Stephen Bellesini Friary in Lemont, Illinois, in 2010. This 
community, located at Franciscan Village, was formed 
to provide health care to elder friars while preserving 
elements of Augustinian community life. When Bl. 
Stephen Bellesini Friary relocated to the St. Anthony 
Home campus in Crown Point, Indiana, in 2013, Father 
moved there with the community. He died there on 
October 10, 2014, following several years of gradually 
declining health. He is buried in the Augustinian plot at 
Holy Sepulchre Cemetery in Alsip, Illinois.

Father Flaherty is remembered as a kind and 
compassionate “people person.” He loved talking and 
ministering to people. Even when he required care in 
the skilled nursing facility at Franciscan Village and 
St. Anthony Home, he delighted in visiting with other 
patients, especially those who seldom had visits from 
family or friends. He often referred to himself as the 
“pastor of my floor.” May he rest in peace!

City, Ontario, during the 2009-2010 school year. In 2010, 
he returned to St. Clare of Montefalco Parish as Pastor and 
also served as the Headmaster of Austin Catholic Academy, 
a new Catholic secondary school in Ray, Michigan.

Named an "Outstanding Educator of America" in 
1972, Father Brecht was cited for his contributions to 
the advancement of higher education and service to the 
community. He was inducted into the Four Chaplains 
Legion of Honor in 1980 "in recognition of service to all 

people regardless of race or faith." Periods of archaeological 
research on Roman ruins in Tunisia and Algeria, where 
St. Augustine lived and ministered in the fourth and 
fifth centuries, gave Father Brecht material for numerous 
lectures, published papers, and a short documentary on the 
life and times of Augustine. Additionally, Father Brecht has 
published several articles on educational themes and served 
on many educational commissions and task forces. Father 
Brecht was recognized as an honoree for the Augustinian 
Gala in 2014. May he rest in peace!

Homilies from Fr. Brecht’s Funeral and Memorial Service can be found at midwestaugustinians.org/news

IN PARADISIUM



Province of Our Mother of Good Counsel
5401 South Cornell Avenue
Chicago, IL 60615-6200

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

The Midwest Augustinian

The Augustinians humbly offer this 
Prayer to Our Mother of Good Counsel 
as the prayer for the Continuing Our 
Journey of Faith Capital Campaign.

Prayer to Our Mother of Good Counsel

We turn to you, our Mother of Good Counsel, 
as we seek to imitate your faith-filled life. 
May we be led by the same Wisdom 
which God sent forth from Heaven 
to guide you along unfamiliar paths 
and through challenging decisions. 
Keep us united in mind and heart 
as we go forward in joyful hope 
toward the grace-filled freedom 
that Saint Augustine recommends.
O Virgin Mother of Good Counsel, hear  
our prayers as we look to you for guidance.  
Pray for us to our loving and merciful Father, 
to your Son, Our Lord Jesus the Christ, 
and to the Holy Spirit, giver of all  
Wisdom, one God for ever and ever.
Amen.

Learn about the Continuing Our Journey of Faith 
campaign launch inside.  Pages 12-13


